
In-house, we’re referring to this message as a splash because we want to get your 

attention, to let you know that we’re now poised to restart our special appeal, 

ArchdioceseOne, after a two-year, pandemic-inspired pause. 

  

In the spirit of a splash, I offered to wear a wig, water wings, and a wetsuit while filming 

this. I figured it would help get your attention, but because it might also get the 

attention of Pope Francis, I was voted down. 

  

But I’d do it if it would inspire your prayers and financial gifts to repair our Cathedral, or 

to hire more immigration lawyers, or to care for our retired priests, or to educate our 

seminarians. 

  

Then again, maybe I don’t need to do a splash routine, seeing how generous priests, 

parishioners, and businesses have already been, after hearing about the appeal.  

  

Their generosity has enabled us to hire an additional immigration lawyer, and to make 

some of the repairs to the Cathedral. But there are still more needs in those two areas, 

as well as for retired priests and seminarians. 

  

Building on that, and now that so many have been vaccinated, we think it’s time to give 

a booster shot to the public phase of our special appeal, and invite everyone to pray for 

and give to ArchdioceseOne; hence, this splash. 

  

Our special appeal’s name is spelled Archdiocese O-N-E, to express hope that it’ll 

strengthen unity in our Archdiocese, heal the Church with the medicine of charity, and 

promote stewardship; those are our spiritual goals. 

  

Speaking of stewardship, the Bible teaches that God will supply us with an abundance of 

what we’re willing to share with others. If nothing, we’ll receive nothing, abundantly. But 

if we share generously, cheerfully, even if we can only afford a widow’s mite, God will 

make sure our cup runs over. 

  

The Bible also teaches to keep what we share secret, between you and God. Which is 

why I’m big-time shy to say that I’ve given two-years-worth of my salary to 



ArchdioceseOne; I don’t say that to toot my horn, or to win applause, but to signal how 

great our needs are.  

  

With your financial gift and your prayers, when our special appeal is ended, we will 

change the spelling of its name to Archdiocese W-O-N, to celebrate its success! And why 

not, here’s a challenge:  

 

If we meet, or exceed our spiritual and material goals, I’ll wear a wig, water wings, and 

a wetsuit while jumping for joy into a swimming pool, you know, to make a splash.  

  

And it’ll be a big splash, not only because of how big I am, but on account of how huge 

your prayers and gifts will be, I am sure of it. 

  

We can’t hope for the spiritual and material success of ArchdioceseOne unless this holy 

work is begun by God’s inspiration and carried out with God’s help. Towards that end, 

join me in praying our official ArchdioceseOne prayer:  

 

God, come to our assistance. Lord, make haste to help us. Amen. 
 


